
 

The Portrait of a Lady Questions and Answers 
 

Short Answer Type Questions  (30 to 40 words) 

 

1. How does Khushwant Singh describe his old grandmother? 

2. Give a pen-picture of the narrator’s grandfather as he appeared in the portrait. 

3. What could the narrator not believe about his grandparents? 
. 

4. Why did the narrator’s grandmother give the impression of ‘winter landscape in the mountains’? 
. 

5. How did the old lady look after the narrator in the village? 
. 

 

Long Answer Questions100 -150 words 
1. Give a brief character—sketch of Khushwant Singh’s grandmother on the basis of the portrait of a 

Lady. 
. 

2. Describe how the bond of friendship between the author and his grandmother grew strong and then 

weak with the passage of time. 

 

3. It really pained the grandmother that the schools did not teach anything about God and the scriptures. 

Should moral education be taught in schools? What do you think? 

           “We’re Not afraid to die… if We Can All Be Together”- 

By- Gordon Cook and Alan East 
Short Answer Type Questions  (30 to 40 words) 

 

1. What preparations did the narrator make for the long journey? 
. 

2. How does the author describe Wave walker? 

3. When did the adventurous family start their expedition? How did they fare along the route? 

4. Who were the two crewmen taken by the narrator? What was their contribution to this project? 

5. What did the narrator know about the Southern Indian Ocean? Did his fears come true? 

 

6.what efforts did the narrator make to save the ship? How were their lives saved? 

 

 

 

Important Long/ Detailed Answer Type Questions- to be answered in about 100 -150 words  

1. What preparations did the narrator make for his round-the-world voyage? 

. 

2. What inspired the author to undertake such a risky voyage? What was his experience? 

3. How did the narrator cope with and survive the attack by his enemy, the Southern Indian Ocean? 

 

Chapter- 3- Discovering Tut: the Saga continues- 
 By- A.R. Williams                              

Short Answer questions 

1.Who was Tut? What new name did he take on and why 



2. When did Tut die? Where was he laid to rest? When was his mummy discovered? 

3. When was Tut’s dead body subjected to CT scrutiny? Why? 

4. Who were called Pharaohs? Where were they laid to rest? How many of their embalmed dead bodies 

have been counted so far? 

5. What has been the role of Howard Carter in the discovery of Tut? 
. 

Important Long/ Questions- to be answered in about 100 -150 words each Value based questions- 

 1. Who was Tut? Why is his life as well as death wrapped in mystery? 

2. What problems did Howard Carter face with regard to Tut’s mummy? How did he solve them? 

 

Chapter- 4 Landscape of the Soul 
By- Nathalie Trouveroy 

 
Short Answer Type Questions  (30 to 40 words) 

 

1.What wonderful tale is told about the Chinese painter Wu daozi? 

2. What did the Chinese philosophers try to achieve through their story books? 

3. Contrast Wu Dao Zi’s story with another famous painter’s story. What is that story? 

4. Bring out, in brief, the contrast between European art and Chinese art. 

5. Explain the terms ‘illusionistic likeness’, ‘figurative painting’ and ‘delicate realism’. 

 

Important Long Answer Type Questions- to be answered in about 100 -150 words  
 

1. What wonderful tale is told about Wu Daozi? What light does it throw on the Chinese landscape? 

2. How does the author contrast the Chinese view of Art with the Western concept of painting? Which 

one do you find easy to understand and admire? 

 

3. Write a note on the concept of Shanshui. How does it illustrate the Daoist view of the universe? 

 

  



Chapter- 5 --- The Ailing Planet: the Green Movement’s Role 

By- Nanipalkhivala 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Short Answer Type Questions  (30 to 40 words) 

 

1.what is the green movement? Why has it become popular in all over the world? 

2. Which movement has gripped the imagination of the entire world today? 

3. There is a shift in human perceptions, a growing consciousness. What is it about? 

4. What is our ethical obligation to the earth? 

5. How does the author define the concept of sustainable development? 

6. What question was raised by Mr L.K. Jha in the Brandt Commission Report? 

 

Long Answer Questions 100 -150 words 

1. How does the author justify his statement about the critical condition of our ailing Planet? 

2. How does Nani palkhiwala underline the importance of forests for the survival of all sorts of life on 

earth? 

 

3. How is the growing human population responsible for the declining health of the earth? 

Chapter-6 -    The Browning Version 
By- Terence Rattigan 

Short Answer questions 

1. Why did Taplow stay back at school on the last day of his form? 

2. Taplow has a grudge against his Latin master, Crocker-Harris. Why? 

3. How does Taplow make fun of his teacher? Why? Who encourages him to ridicule Mr Crocker-

Harris? 

. 

4. Taplow says that Crocker-harris is hardly human. What makes him say that? 

. 

5. How does Taplow recount the incident of Crocker-Harris’s joke in the class? 

Long Answer Questions 
1. What brings Taplow to the staff room? Who does he meet there? 

2. What impression do you form of Frank and Mrs Crocker-Harris? 

3. What is your assessment of Taplow as a student? Write his brief character-sketch as wel 
 

Chapter- 1. A Photograph By- Shirley Toulson 
 

Very Short Answer Type Important Questions 
1. When and where were the three cousins photographed? 

2. What does the poetess mean by ‘their terribly transient feet’? 

3. Explain: The sea holiday was her past, mine is her laughter. 

4. Explain Its silence silences. 

 

Poem- 2 ===== The Laburnum Top         By- Ted Hughes 

 

Short Answer Type Questions  (30 to 40 words) 

1. Sum up the scene described in the poem ‘Laburnum Top’. 

2. What gives a unique character to that particular laburnum tree? 



3. How does the poet describe the laburnum tree? 

4. How does the poet describe the goldfinch bird? 

Chapter- 3. The Voice of the Rain                                      

    By- Walt Whitman 
                                                                                                   

Short Answer Type Questions  (30 to 40 words) 
 

1. Why does the poet call this poem a ‘translation’? 
. 

2. What is the life-cycle of clouds? 

3. What question does the poet ask for the rain? What reply does he get? 

4. What is the cloud’s birthplace? How does it go upward to heaven? 

  

. 

 5. What is the central idea of Walt Whitman’s poem? 

 Important Long/ answered in about 100 -150 words  
 

1. Rain does its duty unmindful of any recognition. A great lesson is hidden here. What is that? 

 

Poem- 4 –Childhood….. By- Markus Natten 
 

Short Answer Type Questions  (30 to 40 words) 
1. Give the theme and central idea of the poem Childhood. 

2. What loss does the poet Markus Natten regret? What does he speculate? 

3. What faults does the poet find in grown-ups? 
4. What are the main three hallmarks of growing up, according to Natten?. 

5. What are the poet’s search and questioning? Does he get a satisfying answer? 

 

 Important Long/ Detailed Answer Type Questions- to be answered in about 100 -150 - 

1. The poem ‘Childhood’ exposes man and presents him in his true colours. All adjectives displaying 

negative qualities are not enough for such a man. This poem very innocently goads him to his real self. 

Explain. 

 

Poem-   5 Father to Son             By- Elizabeth Jennings 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Short Answer Type Questions  (30 to 40 words) 

1. What is the father’s complaint against his son? 

 

. 

2. What does the father long for? 

 

3. Can you suggest a solution to the widening gap between father and son? Elucidate. 

 

4. Who do you sympathise or side with—the father or the son? 

 

Important Long/ Detailed Answer Type Questions- to be answered in about 100 -150 words  

1. The lesson reflects the realities of modern times. The aged persons face problems and there is no end to 

it. How do you feel about it? 



    Chapter- 1 The Summer of the Beautiful White Horse By-

 William Saroyan 
     Short Answer Type Questions  (30 to 40 words) 
 

1.Which tribe did Aram and his cousin Mourad belong to? What was their tribe known for? 

 

2. What did people say about Mourad? Who had he inherited that weakness from? 

 

3. What did Aram think about Mourad’s action of riding a stolen horse? How did he justify Mourad’s 

action? 

 

4. Who was the real owner of the beautiful white horse? How did Aram come to know about him? 

 

5. Bring out the significance of the white horse in Saroyan’s story. 
 

6. Why did the sight of Mourad’s horse both delightful and frightening for Aram? 

7. Who was Uncle Khosrove? What were some of the notable traits of his character? 

 

Long Answer Questions (up to 100 words) 
1. Give a brief account of Mourad’s adventure with the white home. 

2. Compare and contrast the characters of Mourad and Aram. 

3. The narrator’s uncle Khosrove was known to be a crazy fellow. Give a few instances of his craziness. 

  

Chapter- 2              The Address               

         By- Marga Minco 
 

Short Answer Type Questions  (30 to 40 words) 

 

1. Comment on the title of Marga’s story The Address. 

2. What makes the narrator to Mrs Dorling’s house twice? What was her experience there? 

3. Who was Mrs Dorling? How did she rob or cheat Mrs S of all her antiques and silver? 
4. How was the narrator convinced that she had come to the right address and met Mrs Dorling?. 

5.  If the address of Mrs Dorling’s house was correct, why did the narrator resolve to forget it? 

6. How had the narrator got Mrs Dorling’s address? Why did she wait for years to go  

- 

Long Answer Questions (up to 100 words) 

1. Describe the narrator’s first visit to Marconi Street, No. 46. 

2. What were the narrator’s experience and reaction when she went to Mrs Dorling’s house a second 

time? 

3. Give a brief character-sketch of Mrs S’s daughter. 

. 



Chapter- 3  Ranga’s Marriage  By- Maasthi Venkatesa 

Iyengar 
………  

Short Answer Type Questions  (30 to 40 words) 
 

1.What were the two distinctive features of the village Hosahalli? 

2. How does the narrator give us a vague picture of Indian villages during the British rule? 

3. Why was Ranga’s homecoming a great event? 
. 

4. What role does the narrator play in the life of Rangappa? 
. 

5.  What role does Shastri play in bringing about Ranga and Ratna together? 

and Ratna express their gratitude to the narrator? 

6. Why did the narrator tell a lie about Ratna’s marital status? 

 

Long Answer Questions (up to 100 words) 

1. Give a brief account of Ranga’s education, his views on marriage and finally how he got married.  

2. Why and how does the narrator conspire to get Ranga married? 

3. The institution of child marriage is deep-rooted in our society. Laws are present to check it but it is still 

prevalent in society. It is an evil which laws alone cannot annihilate. Something more is to be done. 

Discuss. 

  

Chapter- 4    Albert Einstein at School 

By- Patrick Pringle 
Short Answer Type Questions  (30 to 40 words) 

 

1.What information do you gather about Albert and his pursuit of knowledge? 

2. Why did the History teacher dislike Albert? 

3. Who was Mr Koch? What did he think about Albert? 

4. In what context and in what sense did Yuri call Albert—The world’s worst liar’? 

5. How do you distinguish between information gathering and insight formation?  

Long Answer Questions (up to 100 words) 
 

1. How did Albert feel at school and at his lodging in Munich? 

 2.  What was Albert’s philosophy of education? Do you subscribe to his view? 

3. Bring out the contribution of Yuri, Maths teacher, Mr Koch and Dr Ernst Well in enabling Albert to 

move off to Milan? 

 

Chapter- 5 
Mother’s Day 

                                                                                                       By- J.B. Priestley 

Short Answer Type Questions  (30 to 40 words) 

S 

1.What do you think is Mrs Pearson’s grouse or complaint against her husband and children? 

2. How do Mrs Pearson and Mrs Fitzgerald come together? 



3. Bring out the distinctive traits of the two ladies in “Mother’s Day”. 

4. How had Mrs Fitzgerald mastered some basics of magic spell? 

5. How do Mrs Fitzgerald and Mrs Pearson exchange personalities and what for? 

6. Describe the little but a very effective episode of change of the places or personalities at Mrs Pearson’s 

house. 

Long Answer Questions  
1. Write a note on the theme of the play Mother’s Day. Do you approve of the method adopted by Mrs 

Fitzgerald? Elucidate. 

2. Give your brief comments on the five main characters in the play Mother’s Day. 

3. How do you look at Mrs Pearson’s genuine problems and Mrs Fitzgerald’s suggestion? Is it 

practicable, imaginative and realistic? 

  

Chapter- 6 English Language and Literature 

The Ghat of the Only World 
               By- Amitav Ghosh 

Short Answer Type Questions  (30 to 40 words) 

1. How did the author come to know of Shahid’s approaching death? 

2. When and where did Amitav and Shahid become friends? How did their friendship grow? 

3. What responsibility did Shahid entrust to the writer? How did Amitav keep his promise?  

him? 

4. How can you say that Shahid was gregarious and sociable? 

5. Shahid’s vision was secular and all-inclusive. Give an instance from his childhood to support the 

statement. 

  

Long Answer Questions  

1. Who was Shahid? Trace the story of his painful struggle through life. 

 2. Give a brief character sketch of Shahid. What were the things he was most fond of? 

Chapter- 7 English Language and Literature 

Lesson Name-Birth 
                     By- A. J. Cronin 

Short Answer Type Questions  (30 to 40 words) 

Short Answer Questions  

1.Why was Andrew so serious and overwrought that particular evening? 

2. That night proved unusual and it influenced Dr Andrew’s whole future in Blaenelly. What miraculous 

thing happened that night? 

3. Susan’s mother was wise in experience. What hints did she give of her wisdom? 

4. Why and when did a shiver of horror pass over Dr Andrew? 

5. What did Andrew do to restore life in the stillborn child? 

6. How did Andrew turn his sense of defeat and hopelessness into one of joy and victory? Describe the 

last effort he made. 

Long Answer Questions  

1. Give a brief life-sketch and achievement of Dr Andrew Manson. 

2. What was Andrew’S dilemma after the delivery? How did he solve the problem so successfully? 

3. Narrate the story Birth in about 100 words of your own. What message does it convey? 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter- 8 English  

       The Tale of Melon City 
              By- Vikram Seth 

Short Answer Type Questions  

1. Why does the king order an arch to be constructed over the public road? 

2. What annoyed the king as he rode down that thoroughfare? 

. 

3. ‘This is a disgrace’, said the king. How did he react? 

 

4. The king, in this poem, is just and placid. Why does he then lose his temper? Does he carry his notion 

of justice too far? 

5. How did the chief of builders, the workmen and the masons save their lives? 

6. Comment on the calibre of the king, his ministers, the people and the customs of the state. 

Long Answer Questions  

1. The king was just and placid. How did he carry his notion of justice a bit too far? 

  

2. How does a melon become the ruler of the state? Why are the people happy with him? 
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